
Are You Still with Me?
Mathew 6: 24-34

Have you noticed that the price of things has skyrocketed lately? It is getting
to the point that we will need to memorize verse 25 in order to avoid a panic
attack when we shop or fill our cars and trucks with 3 dollars+ a gallon
gasoline. That might be helpful, but it is not what Jesus had in mind when he
said those words to His disciples.

The Scripture passage we just heard is part of the most important sermon
that Jesus ever preached, the Sermon on the Mount. In fact, it is without a
doubt the most important sermon ever preached by anyone, anywhere, at
any time. Jesus first delivered it to a large crowd of people we have never
met in a language that none of us here would understand. The amazing thing
is that two thousand years later, you and I became part of His audience as
we heard those words. We may not have heard His tone of voice or saw the
expressions on His face, but we can be certain that those words that we just
heard today are in essence the same words that Jesus spoke then. St.
Matthew faithfully recalled and recorded them with the inspiration and
supervision of the Holy Spirit, and over the centuries they have been divinely
preserved and meticulously translated into a language that even those with
little more than a 2nd grade education can easily understand. We can be
certain that the words of Jesus have not changed over the years. It is truly a
miraculous thing.

What has changed is that the crowds who gather to hear Him preach seem to
be much smaller. Today, large crowds are not gathering to hear Jesus, they
are logging in to social media. Facebook, Google, Twitter, TikTok and
Instagram have become books of a new bible of the 21st century. In many
ways, they have become the modern-day authoritative word that people
choose to guide their day to day lives. Why is that? There are many reasons,
but it is partly due to the efforts of those within the church that are casting
doubts upon the inspiration and authority of Scripture. They believe that the
Scriptures were solely written to and intended for a different culture in a
different age and have convinced themselves that much of the Bible is no
longer relevant for those living in the post-modern culture, particularly those
portions of Scripture that speak to marriage, human sexuality, and sin. Their
motive is to make the church seem more attractive to non-believers living in
the post-modern world.



Their plan of evangelism is addition by subtraction, the idea that the church
will make more disciples once it gets rid of those archaic teachings that so
many people find objectionable. They may have good intentions, but the truth
is that good intentions do not make good disciples. If there is no trust that the
words of Jesus are accurate and true and the ultimate authority for all people
of all times, it should come as no surprise that people will change the channel
to something that tends to affirm what they already believe. The Scriptures
are a heavenly feast, much like a sit- down meal where each course served
complements the next. They are not a buffet line where we pick and choose
the things we believe and pass over the things we don’t. Evangelism that
leads people to conclude that there is no difference between goats and sheep
always leads to more goats than sheep.

Are you wondering what any of that has to do with the Sermon the Mount or
the portion of it we heard earlier? It has everything to do with it, because the
Sermon on the Mount and the rest of the Scriptures confirm the supreme
authority of Jesus. He is Lord of Lords and King of Kings, which means His
authority is greater than any other authority, and that would include any law
enacted or written by man or woman. Matt 28:18 Doubting the inspiration and
authority of His Word is questioning the authority of Jesus.

The Sermon on the Mount confirms the supreme authority of Jesus. It also
teaches us how to live with the world yet distinctly apart from the world, which
is something we must do if we are to be obedient to Jesus’s command to go
and make disciples. There is a distinct difference between those living for the
blessed kingdom of heaven and those living for the cursed kingdom of the
world. There is a distinct difference between having God’s righteousness and
self-righteousness, and there is a distinct difference between receiving
heavenly blessings and earthly blessings.

One of the many things we can learn from the Sermon on the Mount is that
disciples of Jesus like to look up. We set our sights on things above, the
things of heaven and avoid the horizontal things, the things of the world. To
say it another way, those who follow Jesus see things differently and live
differently than those who follow the ways of the world. That truth brings us to
the passage we just looked at.



Jesus went up on the side of a mountain that day and began preaching. He
didn’t stand behind a fancy pulpit or lectern, but instead sat down on a grassy
knoll and invited His disciples to join Him. Those who were there had already
heard Him preach and teach the Beatitudes, about following the law, about
murder, adultery, divorce, swearing, the taking of revenge, love, charity,
prayer, forgiveness, and fasting-3 or 4 months of sermons for the average
pastor. Apparently, Jesus hadn’t read any church growth books. And, if that
weren’t enough, Jesus was now moving on to His next two topics- the
dreaded “w” words- wealth and worry We really don’t know whether the
multitudes were all still there at this point, but Jesus continued teaching. He
said to them do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven. It’s that looking up thing again. Then He said this in
verse 24: It reminds me of a verse from an old Oak Ridge Boys song. Trying
to hold two women is tearing me apart, one's got my money, the other's got
my heart.

Other translations use the word mammon instead of money. It means
possessions, which refers to treasure or worldly goods. The simple truth is
that we cannot serve God (Jesus) and the world. We cannot walk with one
foot on earth and one foot in heaven. It is not possible. It is one of God’s
immutable laws, a law that never changes. It is not a law that prescribes what
is legal or illegal like murder or adultery or swearing but a natural law like
those related to biology, science, and physics. Men cannot give birth to
children. God will decide the exact moment that the earth will be consumed in
a ball of fire and human beings are powerless to add or subtract even one
second from His holy timetable. We can’t jump out of an airplane flying at
10,000 feet without a parachute and expect to live. Those are immutable
laws. In the same way, we can’t serve Jesus and the world and expect
heavenly blessings. We will wind up worrying ourselves to death.

Jesus said you can’t serve me and serve the world. We might wonder if that
is what the multitudes wanted or expected to hear that day. Many of them
were sick and tired of living under Roman oppression. They were angry about
corruption, the tyranny of King Herod, and unjust taxes. Others were jealous
that some people had so much while they had so little. It’s likely that some in
the audience were members of the Zealots. The Zealots were a radical
political party of the day that urged their fellow Jews to revolt and rise up
against Roman and Greek rule by fomenting violence and hatred. Judas
Iscariot was thought to be one of them.



The tactic they used was an early form of class warfare- inciting those that
felt like they were the have-nots to rise up against those they considered to
be the haves. If bloodshed was needed to obtain results, so be it. By this
time, some had heard that this Jesus was the one they were waiting for, the
one who would come to set things right. Finally, there was someone who was
looking out for the little guy. But instead of hearing what they had wanted to
hear- power to the people- they heard a question. Are you still with me?

Look at verse 25 with me. If there had been any Methodists left there He
probably would have lost them after saying that. I am just joking of course.
But there is an element of truth to it. Most of us including myself do like to eat
and look nice. But Jesus was talking about more than food and clothing or
even money. In essence Jesus was saying that the things they were seeking
– the earthly treasure they felt they deserved- would keep them from
receiving something much better- God’s blessing. Their anxiousness and
desire for material things demonstrated a lack of faith that God would provide
for their needs. Verses 31-32

The multitudes were going about things backwards. Jesus told them and us
that the justice does not come through uprising or revolt but by seeking first
the kingdom of God. Are there some parallels to what was happening in
Jesus’s day to the events of today?  Of course, there are. It would be
dishonest to say otherwise. The world still has oppressive rulers and greedy
people. We will still seek the pleasure of material things and strive for more
than we deserve. The so-called haves and the have-nots of society still want
more at the expense of each other. Prices will continue to rise faster than
incomes. For some, faith will be governed by politics rather than the
Scriptures. The temptation is to believe that politicians will help us fix
societies problems and give us what we think we want. At times, they might
even be successful for a season. Even so, they can never give us what Jesus
says we truly need, which is righteousness, holiness and lasting peace.

Though dates and names and places may change, the sinful nature of
humanity remains. But so does God’s Word. Isaiah 40:8 God’s immutable
laws will remain immutable, even though some will try to convince us
otherwise. Jesus is still the same Jesus He always was, is, and ever will be,
the ultimate authority and Lord over all creation. He is asking us the same
question He has asked countless others. Are you still with me? I trust your
answer is still yes. Let us remain faithful and look up, living with the world yet
distinct from the world, until Jesus returns for us. Let us continue to help
others do the same. Amen


