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Al Note From The
Pastor...

The headline of a recent Fox Digital news article screamed for attention. Even
though much of what we read and hear from modern media cannot be trusted, this
headline was very different: “Just 5 minutes of prayer could have surprising health
benefits, study finds.” The article was about a recent study done by researchers at
the University of Maryland School of Medicine’s Department of Family and
Community Medicine. It was a scientific randomized controlled trial of adult
patients suffering from pain and anxiety that compared the effects of direct

prayer to the effects of listening to music. The results revealed that just five
minutes of in-person prayer provided greater and more sustained relief for both
symptoms. Even though my phone doesn’t have ears, | wanted to shout, “tell us
something we don’t already know!”, especially since it was right next to an article
with this headline: “How the CDC tried to use bad science to convince people to
wear masks during COVID.” Unlike the study done on prayer, the CDC studies
were neither randomized or controlled, largely based on opinion and fear rather
than science or medicine.

Is it possible that the person (or the Al) behind the Fox News headline may have
read the cover article in the May newsletter from Millcreek? Alas, it is possible, but
not probable. Even so, those who thought that article was just a small-town
pastor’s opinion will have to think again. If you did miss it, you can find it on our
website www.millcreek.church where you can enjoy reading it without any
annoying advertising pop-ups! Both articles discuss the benefits of prayer,
especially intercessory prayer, which is praying for the needs and concerns of
others rather than our own. The news article also revealed that prayer is the most
used form of complementary medicine in the United States, relied on by 43% of
Americans. In fact, the University of Maryland researchers focused on a practice
known as proximal intercessory prayer (PIP), defined as in-person, face-to-face
prayer directed toward another individual’s well-being.

Most if not all of us reading this article have experienced firsthand the power of
prayer and discovered how it changed things or brought us hope in a difficult
situation. Some of us may even know firsthand how intercessory prayer brought
about healing and even divine curing by God’s grace. What we may not know is
that the researchers found that 97% of the participants in the study said they were
"neutral or supportive" when asked about having this kind of prayer available as
part of their medical visits. But how many of us know how to pray for others? The
good news is that it is not difficult. A great teacher called the Holy Spirit desires to
show us how to turn our good intentions into powerful prayers. Let us be willing to
heed His call and leading and look for opportunities to do that.... Pastor Greg




SUNDAY B WEDNESDAY
9am Holy Grounds Café E@ﬁ_&y@?@ 11am Pastor’s
10:30am Worship DY Bible Study

SUNDAY MORNINGS
Prayer Team @ 10:15am

THURSDAY EVENINGS
Music Team Practice @ 6:30pm

LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING
June 9th @ 5:00pm

MEN'’S BIBLE STUDY & BREAKFAST
June 13th @ 9:00am - Truck World in Hubbard

Barb Childs (330-360-6796)
Mary Lois Floyd (330-782-7683)
Betsy Stark (330-727-9634)

prayer Chain Call any prayer requests to

Join us for live worship

at 10:30am on our website

www.millcreek.church

Pastor Calko is available for visits. He can be reached at
pastorgreg@millcreek.church or by phone at 330-782-0573.

You 55| = “ﬁ’ n facebook.

Love Works Here! i i
ads : Millcreek Community
- Millcreek Community Church Methodist Church

Millcreek Community E]
Methodist Church

Millcreek Community Methodist Church Leadership Team Meeting
May 12, 2026 @ 5:00pm

Present: Pastor Greg, Barb Hubler, Susie Justice, Diane Redfern, Hope Sabanick and Bill Stil-
son

The meeting was opened with a conversation about how we can learn from people different
from us and prayer. Minutes of last meeting were approved and there was no old business.

Treasurer/Finance:
Investment fund and endowment fund recovered from last month’s losses
Administration:

Three going to Annual Conference in June-PG, Susie Justice (Millcreek delegate) and
Diane Redfern (delegate at large)

Stand in the Gap Ministries renting space for worship on Sunday afternoon and Monday
evening @ $500.00 per month

Building and Grounds:

New paneling for fellowship hall would cost approximately $2000 at Home Depot vs
$6000 to paint. Revisit in June

Spring Workday Saturday May 16 will start at 10:00am

PG and Bill replaced video adapters for sanctuary projector-lift was required

Missions/Outreach & Vision:

Missions for June — Monte Feria church, Rescue Mission & Warren Family ($100 each
which will double) and OH Special Olympics

Will sponsor a hole at Protestant Family Service golf event for $250

Free community drive-thru dinner May 16" - glazed ham loaf

Block Party August 8. Need volunteers to plan and coordinate

Worship:

Dean is incorporating special music selections in Sunday worship services. Worship team
will have a relaxed schedule from June to August.

Meeting closed with prayer. Next Leadership Meeting June 9th at 5:00pm




REQUESTS

Joann Vitto
Domenic Vviola
Jackie Lori Boyle
Elaine williams

Mark Asher

Doris Molin (Barb child’s aunt)
Carole Simione
Darrell oOrlando

Laura Johnson

Flying Trees Academy News

As the school year came to a close,

Pastor Greg & Betsy enjoyed spending &
time with the Flying Trees Academy
students. We pray for a safe and fun
summer break for the students, families
and teachers of FTA. We look forward =~ & §
to welcoming them back for another S | /8
exciting school year in the fall!

o D

COurn Fomebound Members

Gloria Finkley
Caprice Health Center
9184 Market St, Rm 604
North Lima, OH 44452

Dominic Viola
Austintown Healthcare Center
650 Meridian Rd, Rm 307
Austintown, OH 44509

Please join our card
ministry & sign the
cards on the table in
the narthex each
Sunday.
Thank youl!

Upcoming Millcreek Events

July 18th - Free Community

Drive-Thru Dinner

August 8th - Neighborhood Block
Party

JUNE 19

JUNE
TEENTH

FREED@M BAY

*Please contact church office with any

announcements for the newsletter.

Sth - Al Miller \I
1Zth - Kevin Hubler

F o \_’\
22rd - Elizabeth Penn L ) \ /-
Z28th - Ken Bennett g

| pledge allegiance to the flag of the

: 6”‘9 D“‘% - United States of America and to the
’

June 14 / Republic for which it stands, one nation

’@ under God, indivisible, with liberty

and justice for all.
June 14, 1775 - Birthday of the US Army

In the midst of a bitter war for independence, there emerged on June 14, 1777 our
national emblem, a beautiful flag combining the Blue of vigilance, perseverance
and justice, with White for purity, and Red for hardiness and valor, a symbol of

freedom. Long may she wave. - SwsieJ. In Remembronce




?% May Missions: g

Methodist Church of Monte Feria, Cuba
Pregnancy Help Center
Yellow Brick Place
Samaritan’s Purse
Free Drive-Thru Dinner
Thanks to your faithful generosity, $910 was sent to Cuba pastor Liudmila’s
husband, Julio Gonzalez, to help with his upcoming surgery!

June Missions:
Methodist Church of Monte Feria, Cuba
Rescue Mission
Warren Family Mission
Special Olympics of Ohio

Allegheny West Annual Conference June 24 - 27, 2026

How exciting it is to be going to conference once again. This year | will be able to sing in their
choir so | will go to practices and actually be part of the church services. There will be Bible
Studies to attend and difference vendor tables to visit. Looking forward to attending church in
their newly remodeled chapel. Thank you my Church Family for the privilege of representing our
church! Susie J, Missions

Happy Father’'s Day to our Dads, Grandfathers,
\/ HAPPY Uncles and those who stand-in when and where

]: l‘q needed, and to those who answered our nation’s
S call.

All of you are greatly appreciated for all you do -
we love you! Susie J, Mission Teawm Moment

* ’ *
wsie ww Corner
Susie's F Pastor’s Recommended Reading

A positive attitude causes a chain
reaction of positive outcomes. It is a
catalyst.. a spark that creates
extraordinary results.

DY %RKEE

LOVE GOES FIRST

Reaching Others in an Age of
Anxiety and Division

By: Andrew Forrest

The “Ham” That Made The “Loaf”

<

In the “Happy Kitchen” of Millcreek Community Church we were at work preparing our Free
Community Drive-Thru Dinner. Hapy as we were, some wanted ham and some wanted a loaf, as
in meatloaf. Onto, no meat-loaf! Well as the story goes, thanks to Diane who brought us a
machine that could cut up ham in small pieces - imagine that! Such technology in this day and
age. So, Pastor Greg and Ken Bennett could chop up the ham.

Anyway, getting back to the “Ham” that made the “Loaf”, well maybe we should just skip ahead.
If you talk to Cyndi and Janice you’ll get the full story! Laughter rang thru the kitchen hoping we
would end up having something that resembled Ham Loaf! Chef “Pastor Greg” was hoping for the
same thing...after all it was his menu choice! More laughs were heard...Ham Loaf...We all shook
our heads and laughed.

The dinner boxes were assembled with a napkin and a prayer card tucked inside. The the boxes
were decorated with stickers and sayings by Barb, Kari and Bonnie. The scalloped potatoes and
butterflake dinner rolls were packaged and almost ready for the dinner boxes.

But wait! There is more to this dinner than you can imagine - Dessert of the Finest! “Pineapple
Upside Down Cake!” So many wonderful cakes came into the Fellowship Hall - Halleluia!
Beautiful cakes from our congregations - How great is that. Blessings to our Church Family who
provided enough cakes for our dinners. All of our “Ham Loaf” dinners were given out that
Saturday, May 16th. On Sunday, May 17th, the wonderful Pineapple Upside Down Cakes went

just as fast.

| thanked God for the wonderful participation of our Church Family and those who gave of their
time to help this dinner get out the kitchen door.

Many blessings and thank you’s to all:

Janice Rose Hope Sabanick Cyndi Grilli Tami Calko Betsy Stark

Diane Redfern Barbara Beach Diane Redfern Bonnie

Pastor Greg & his sidekick Ken Bennett

Lisa Schwab
Kevin, Barb & Kari Hubler

Susie J, Mission Teaum Member




